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 1.IB department at GJH 

 The head of the interna�onal school: 
 Ms Alena Faixová 
 Tel: 02/210 28 305 
 E-mail:  faixova@gjh.sk 
 available during working days 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM and by appointment 

 Secretary:  Ms Monika Koňanová 

 Tel: 02/210 28 303 

 konanova@gjh.sk 

 School’s Recep�on:  Slovak Language only 
 Tel: 02/210 28 300 

 IB psychologist:  Ms Renáta Nemčoková 
 Tel: 02/210 28 333 
 E-mail:  nemcokova  @gjh.sk 

 School’ s support team: Renáta Nemčoková, Andrea Čapuchová, Alena Bučková, Kornélia Brhlovičová 

 PYP coordinator:  Mr Travis Seitsinger 
 Tel: 02/210 28 323 
 E-mail:  pypfive@gmail.com 

 MYP coordinator:  Ms Gabriela Markusová 
 Tel: 02/210 28 337 
 E-mail:  markusova@gjh.sk 

 DP coordinator:  Mr Matej Gonda 
 Tel: 02/210 28 338 
 E-mail:  ibdcoordinator@gjh.sk 
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 PYP 1 homeroom teacher - Ms  Katelyn Alderson  / alderson@gjh.sk 

 PYP 1 ASC teacher              - Ms Veronika Smolová / smolova@gjh.sk 

 PYP 2 homeroom teacher - Ms Terézia Hubičková / hubickova@gjh.sk 

 PYP 2 ASC teacher  - Ms Katarína Gunišová / gunisovak@gjh.sk 

 PYP 3 homeroom teacher - Ms Michaela Sviteková / svitekova@gjh.sk 

 PYP 3 ASC teacher  - Mr Jovith Niyomwungere /  niyojov@gmail.com 

 PYP 4 homeroom teacher - Ms Marquerite Van Staden/ vanstadenpyp@gmail.com 

 PYP 4 ASC teacher  - Ms Hana Krafčík Kráľová /  hana.krafcik@gmail.com 

 PYP 5 homeroom teacher - Mr Travis Seitsinger /  pypfive@gmail.com 



 2. IB structure 

 The Interna�onal Baccalaureate® (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) was introduced in 1997. 

 The  goal  was  to  produce  a  common  curriculum  framework,  for  students  in  the  3-12  age  range,  which  would  provide  con�nuity  of 
 learning within each school and support the development of interna�onal-mindedness on the part of learners. 

 The  PYP  followed  the  introduc�on  of  the  Middle  Years  Programme  (MYP)  and  the  Diploma  Programme  (DP)—established  respec�vely 
 in 1994 and  1968  .  1 

 The  Interna�onal  Programme  at  our  school  was  founded  in  1994  to  facilitate  the  life  of  foreign  and  Slovak  families  coming  from 
 diploma�c  missions abroad. 

 We  implement  three  Interna�onal  Baccalaureate  Programmes,  the  Primary  Years  Programme  (PYP),  the  Middle  Years  Program  (MYP) 
 and  the  IB  Diploma  Programme.  We  focus  on  complete  social  and  intellectual  growth  and  children’s  development  following  the 
 principles and values of the IB. 

 The  Primary  Years  Programme  at  our  school  was  established  in  2005.  It  was  authorized  by  the  Interna�onal  Baccalaureate  in  February 
 2009. 



 How we in IB divide grades in comparison to grades in Slovak na�onal schools: 

 Elementary schools:  Secondary Grammar  schools: 

 1.  grade = PYP 1  1.grade  = MYP 4 

 2.  grade = PYP 2  2.grade  = MYP 5 

 3.  grade = PYP 3  3.grade  = IB DP III 

 4.  grade = PYP 4  4.grade  = IB DP IV 

 5.  grade = PYP 5 

 6.  grade = Pre-MYP 

 7.  grade = MYP 1 

 8.  grade = MYP 2 

 9.  grade = MYP 3 



 In what way is the PYP similar to the MYP, DP? 
 All  the  IB  programmes  include  four  founda�onal  and  interrelated  elements:  interna�onal  mindedness  ,  the  IB  learner  profile,  a  broad, 
 balanced, conceptual and connected  curriculum  and  approaches to teaching and learning (ATL)  . 

 How is the PYP different from the MYP, DP and CP? 
 While  the  curriculum  models  for  the  MYP  and  DP  are  interdisciplinary  and  mul�disciplinary  in  nature  ,  the  PYP  is  transdisciplinary. 
 Recognizing how young children learn, the PYP model moves learning across, between and beyond disciplines. 

 How has the PYP changed through the years? 
 In  response  to  the  challenges  and  opportuni�es  found  in  our  rapidly  changing  complex  world,  and  in  line  with  movements  in  global  educa�on 
 to  develop  lifelong  learners,  a  future-focused  PYP  has  evolved.  The  PYP  curriculum  framework  emphasises  the  central  principle  of  agency  that 
 is  threaded  throughout  three  pillars  of  the  curriculum:  1.  the  learner,  2.  learning  and  teaching  and  3.  the  learning  community.  Through  this 
 evolu�on,  the  PYP  provides  a  framework  which  con�nues  to  meet  the  ini�al  aims  of  developing  interna�onally-minded  people  who  recognise 
 their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet.  2 



 3. IB learner profile 

 The  IB  learner  profile  describes  a  list  of  10  a�ributes  that  promote  academic  rigour  and  the  establishment  of  a  personal  value  system.  The 
 programme encourages and guides the students to become: 

 •  Inquirers —  Their natural curiosity will be nurtured,  and they will  ac�vely enjoy learning. 

 •  Thinkers  —They will exercise the ini�a�ve in applying  thinking skills cri�cally and crea�vely to solve complex problems. 

 •  Communicators  — They will receive and express ideas  and  informa�on confidently in different languages. 

 •  Risk-Takers/ Courageous —  They will approach unfamiliar  situa�ons without  anxiety and have the confidence to explore new ideas. 

 •  Knowledgeable  — They will explore themes that have  global  significance and they will acquire a cri�cal mass of knowledge. 

 •  Principled  —They will have a sound grasp of the  principles of moral  reasoning and they will acquire integrity, honesty and a sense of jus�ce. 

 •  Caring  — They will show sensi�vity towards the  needs and feelings of  others 

 •  Open-minded  — They will respect the values of other  individuals and cultures and seek to consider a range of points  of view. 

 •  Well-balanced  — They will understand the importance  of physical and mental balance and personal well-being. 

 •  Reflec�ve  — They will give though�ul considera�on  to their  own learning by construc�vely analysing their personal  strengths and weaknesses.  3 
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 4. IB Mission statement 
 The  Interna�onal  Baccalaureate  aims  to  develop  inquiring,  knowledgeable  and  caring  young  people  who  help  to  create  a  be�er  and  more 
 peaceful world through  intercultural understanding  and respect. 

 To  this  end  the  organisa�on  works  with  schools,  governments  and  interna�onal  organiza�ons  to  develop  challenging  programmes  of 
 interna�onal educa�on and  rigorous assessment. 

 These  programmes  encourage  students  across  the  world  to  become  ac�ve,  compassionate  and  lifelong  learners  who  understand  that  other 
 people, with their  differences, can also be right. 

 5. Curriculum framework 

 At  the  heart  of  the  programme's  philosophy  there  is  a  commitment  to  a  structured,  purposeful  inquiry  as  the  leading  vehicle  for  learning. 
 The learner is always in the centre, celebra�ng the voice, the choice and the ownership - so called  ACTION  CYCLE. 

 Successful  Inquiry  may  lead  to  Ac�on  ,  ini�ated  by  the  student  as  a  result  of  the  learning  process.  It  may  be  an  extension  of  students’ 
 learning or it may have a wider social impact. 

 Student Agency 
 The  PYP  ac�on  model  allows  students  the  opportunity  to  choose  to  act,  decide  on  their  ac�ons,  and  then  reflect,  in  order  to  make  a 

 difference  . 

 “Agency  is  the  power  to  take  meaningful  and  inten�onal  ac�on,  and  acknowledges  the  rights  and  responsibili�es  of  the  individual, 
 suppor�ng voice, choice and ownership…”      IBO November 2017 



 6. Six transdisciplinary themes 

 The  six  transdisciplinary  themes  of  global  significance  provide  the  framework  for  explora�on  and  study.  The  themes  are  given  from  the 
 IBO.  The children will cover all six themes throughout  every year of their PYP = in every grade and in every subject of PYP. 

 •  Who We Are 
 •  Where We are in Place and Time 
 •  How We Express Ourselves 
 •  How the World Works 
 •  How we Organize Ourselves 
 •  Sharing The Planet 

 The  teachers  are  guided  by  these  six  transdisciplinary  themes  as  they  design  Units  of  Inquiry.  One  Unit  of  Inquiry  is  taught  during  6 
 weeks.  And there is an op�on of one Unit of Inquiry running for the whole  year. 

 The programme can be illustrated by a circle with the six transdisciplinary themes surrounding six subject areas: 

 •  Language 
 •  Social Studies 
 •  Mathema�cs 
 •  Arts 
 •  Science 
 •  Personal, Social and Physical Educa�on 



 7. Key concepts and Approaches to learning 

 The  PYP  iden�fies  seven  key  concepts  that  facilitate  planning  for  a  conceptual  approach  to  transdisciplinary  and  subject-specific  learning.  Together, 
 these key concepts form the component that drives the teacher- and/or student-constructed inquiries that lie at the heart of the PYP curriculum. 

 Approaches  to  learning  (ATL)  are  an  integral  part  of  an  IB  educa�on  and  complement  the  IB  learner  profile,  knowledge,  conceptual  understanding 
 and inquiry. in PYP, formerly known as “transdisciplinary skills”. 

 When  learning  about  and  through  the  subjects,  students  acquire  skills  that  best  help  them  to  learn  those  subjects.  For  example,  in  language,  the 
 students  become  literate,  and  in  mathema�cs  they  become  numerate.  The  acquisi�on  of  literacy  and  numeracy  skills,  in  their  broadest  sense,  is 
 essen�al, as these skills provide students with the tools to inquire. 

 Beyond  the  skills  of  literacy  and  numeracy,  there  is  a  range  of  interrelated  approaches  to  learning  that  are  transferable  across  contexts.  These  skills 
 support  purposeful  inquiry  and  set  the  founda�ons  for  lifelong  learning.  The  development  of  these  skills  is  frequently  iden�fied  in  educa�on 
 literature  as  crucial  in  suppor�ng  students  to  effec�vely  learn  and  succeed  inside  and  outside  of  school,  (Trilling  and  Fadel  2009;  Wagner  2014).  The 
 five interrelated approaches to learning are: 



 Key concepts  Key ques�ons  Defini�on 

 Form  What is it like?  The  understanding  that  everything  has  a  form  with  recognizable  features  that  can  be 
 observed, iden�fied, described and categorized. 

 Func�on  How does it work?  The  understanding  that  everything  has  a  purpose,  a  role  or  a  way  of  behaving  that 
 can be inves�gated. 

 Causa�on  Why is it as it is?  The  understanding  that  things  do  not  just  happen;  there  are  causal  rela�onships  at 
 work, and that ac�ons have consequences. 

 Change  How is it transforming?  The  understanding  that  change  is  the  process  of  movement  from  one  state  to 
 another. It is universal and inevitable. 

 Connec�on  How is it linked to 
 other things? 

 The  understanding  that  we  live  in  a  world  of  interac�ng  systems  in  which  the  ac�ons 
 of any individual element affect others. 

 Perspec�ve  What are the points of 
 view? 

 The  understanding  that  knowledge  is  moderated  by  different  points  of  view  which 
 lead  to  different  interpreta�ons,  understandings  and  findings;  perspec�ves  may  be 
 individual, group, cultural or subject-specific. 

 Responsibility  What are our 
 obliga�ons 

 The  understanding  that  people  make  choices  based  on  their  understandings,  beliefs 
 and values, and the ac�ons they take as a result do make a difference. 

 chart 1  Seven key concepts  from Learning and Teaching,  IBO, updated February 2019 





 ATL  (Approaches 
 to learning) 

 Sub-skills 

 Thinking skills  ●  Cri�cal-thinking skills (analysing and evalua�ng issues and ideas) 
 ●  Crea�ve-thinking skills (genera�ng novel ideas and considering new perspec�ves) 
 ●  Transfer skills (using skills and knowledge in mul�ple contexts) 
 ●  Reflec�on/metacogni�ve skills (re)considering the process of learning) 

 Research skills  ●  Informa�on-literacy skills (formula�ng and planning, data gathering and recording, 
 synthesizing and interpre�ng, evalua�ng and communica�ng) 
 ●  Media-literacy skills (interac�ng with media to use and create ideas and informa�on) 
 ●  Ethical use of media/informa�on (understanding and applying social and ethical technology) 

 Communica�on skills  ●  Exchanging-informa�on skills (listening, interpre�ng, speaking) 
 ●  Literacy skills (reading, wri�ng and using language to gather and communicate informa�on) 
 ●  ICT skills (using technology to gather, inves�gate and communicate informa�on) 

 Social skills  ●  Developing posi�ve interpersonal rela�onships and collabora�on skills (using self-control, 
 managing setbacks, suppor�ng peers) 
 ●  Developing social-emo�onal intelligence 

 Self-management skills  ●  Organiza�on skills (managing �me and tasks effec�vely) 
 ●  States of mind (mindfulness, perseverance, emo�onal management, self-mo�va�on, 
 resilience) 

 chart 2  The five interrelated skills and sample sub-skills  from Learning and Teaching, IBO, updated February  2019 





 8. A�er-school Club 

 The  ASC  is  available  at  an  extra  cost.  Parents  fill  in  an  applica�on  called  Zápisný  lístok  .  All  the  necessary  documents  to  be  filled  out  for  the 
 ASC will be handed over to our parents by the ASC teacher in person on the first day of school. 

 The  ASC  starts  with  the  morning  club  from  7:00-7:30  .  Parents  bring  their  children  into  the  playroom  from  the  side  of  the  school's 
 playground.  At  7:30,  the  children  are  guided  upstairs  into  their  classrooms  by  their  ASC  teacher.  For  lunch,  the  ASC  teacher  takes  the  class 
 downstairs  into  the  canteen  and  assists  them  with  lunch,  if  necessary.  The  ASC  con�nues  a�er  lunch  un�l  5  p.m.,  unless  the  children  have 
 another lesson a�er lunch - in that case the teacher and not the ASC teacher takes the responsibility for them. 

 At 4.00 pm all the children from the ASC are mixed together into one group and stay with one ASC teacher in the playroom downstairs. 

 The  ASC  teachers  will  also  inform  the  parents  how  to  pick  up  their  children  a�er  school.  We  ask  the  parents  to  be  punctual  when  picking  up 
 their  children.  The  parents  should  inform  the  school  if  they  are  going  to  be  late.  Each  ASC  teacher  has  their  mobile  phone  for  their  class.  If 
 the  parent  is  3  �mes  late,  the  parent  is  informed  about  the  situa�on  by  the  ASC  supervisor,  Ms  Dana  Štefániková  and  if  the  parent  happens 
 to be late again, despite our warning, the child might lose the privilege to be in the ASC. 

 For safety reasons, the parents are kindly asked to pick their children up in person from in front of the school building. 

 In  order  for  your  child  to  leave  school  una�ended,  the  ASC  teacher  as  well  as  the  classroom  teacher  need  to  have  a  signed  permission  from 
 the  parent.  Please  note  that  in  these  cases,  the  parents  are  responsible  for  the  children  as  soon  as  the  children  leave  their  teacher  or  their 
 ASC teacher. 

 For  any  addi�onal  person  to  pick  up  the  children,  the  parents  must  inform  the  school,  both  the  classroom  teacher  as  well  as  the  ASC  teacher 
 in wri�ng. 

 Please  be  informed  that  children  who  remain  at  school  and  are  not  part  of  the  a�er  school  programme  will  be  unsupervised.  Therefore  the 
 parents should make provision to have their children leave the school grounds a�er their  school day is over. 

 Please  note  that  if  a  child  from  the  PYP  finishes  school  earlier  than  a  sibling  from  the  same  programme,  this  child  is  permi�ed  to  join  the 
 a�er-school club and wait for his sibling  there at no extra cost. 



 9. Rules and day-to-day agenda 

 ●  The first lesson begins at 8:00. There is a bell at 7:55 for the  children to get ready for their first lesson. 
 ●  The  children  have  breaks  a�er  each  lesson  during  their  school  day  except  for  the  ART,  MUSIC  and  IT  double  lessons.  There  is  always 
 a teacher on duty during every break. 
 ●  First three lessons can be taught in blocks and therefore the schedule of breaks may be altered, but not the dura�on of them. 
 ●  In the case of a student´s illness, the parent should inform the homeroom teacher immediately via email, Edupage or call him/her. 
 ●  In case of a child's illness, the homeroom teacher excuses the child for 5 school days in a row. 
 ●  If  the  child  is  absent  for  more  than  5  days  in  a  row  due  to  his/her  illness,  the  parent  should  submit  an  official  document  from  a 
 child's doctor. 
 ●  Please note that special permission has to be requested from the headmistress in order for a student to be granted extra holiday 
 beyond the normal holiday �me. 
 ●  Also,  a  student  cannot  miss  more  than  30%  of  the  schooling  hours.  If  this  happens,  the  student  must  be  assessed  from  all  the 
 subjects in order to successfully pass the school year. 

 Please note that the students must follow the school rules during breaks and when they are on the school  premises. 

 Late Arrival 
 The  students  are  expected  to  be  in  the  classroom  on  �me.  Three  late  arrivals  represent  one  unexcused  lesson.  Repeated  behaviour  of 
 unexcused lessons will be reflected in the report  card. 

 Money and Valuables 
 The  students  should  not  bring  large  sums  of  money  or  other  valuables  to  school.  The  school  does  not  take  responsibility  for  any  stolen 
 personal property. You can insure your child with an insurance company. For  specific details ask your child’s classroom teacher. 
 Mobile phones 
 The  students  are  not  allowed  to  use  mobile  phones  or  smart  watches  for  calling  at  school  at  all.  If  the  child  has  a  mobile  phone,  it  has  to  be 
 switched  off  in  their  lockers.  If  students  need  to  make  an  urgent  telephone  call,  they  must  contact  their  teacher  or  their  a�er-school 
 teacher to do so. 
 Physical and Health Educa�on 
 It is compulsory for all students to par�cipate in all PHE lessons.  For students who can’t par�cipate, we require a special  cer�ficate from 
 their doctor for them to be excused from the PE. In the case of illness, a child shouldn’t a�end school and he  or she should stay at home. 
 Parents – School Communica�on 
 Email  communica�on  is  used,  but  teachers  may  also  use  google  classroom  or  Edupage  to  share  informa�on  and  communicate  the  details 



 from the teaching process, homework, as well as any  essen�al informa�on about the child (sickness, informa�on  about absence, etc.). 

 Parents’ Mee�ngs 
 Parents will be informed of the date and content of the mee�ngs  during the school year. Student-led conferences will also happen during 
 the year. 
 Visi�ng the School 
 Parents  who  wish  to  visit  the  school  to  see  the  teacher  or  a  member  of  staff  need  to  contact  the  recep�onist  or  the  teacher  via 
 email/phone  and  come  during  the  teacher’s  office  hours.  We  advise  you  to  contact  the  member  of  staff  prior  to  the  visit  and  get  an 
 appointment to make sure that he or she will be available  for you. 

 10. School holidays  for  2022/2023 

 Holidays  Last day of school 
 before the holiday 

 Holiday dura�on  Students return to school 

 Autumn  27. October 2022 
 (Thursday) 

 28. October– 
 31. October 2022 

 2. November 2022 
 (Wednesday) 

 Christmas  22. December 2022 
 (Thursday) 

 23. December 2022 
 – 7. January 2023 

 9. January 2023 (Monday) 

 Bra�slava region, 
 Nitra region, 
 Trnava region 

 17. February 2023 
 (Friday) 

 20. February– 
 24. February 2023 

 27. February 2023 (Monday) 

 Banska Bystrica 
 region, 
 Žilina region, 
 Trenčin region 

 24. February 2023 
 (Friday) 

 27. February– 
 3. March 2023 

 6. March 2023 (Monday) 

 Košický kraj, 
 Prešov region 

 3. March 2023 
 (Friday) 

 6. March– 
 10. March 2023 

 13. March 2023 (Monday) 

 Easter  5. April 2023 
 (Wednesday) 

 6. April– 
 11. April 2023 

 12. April 2023 (Wednesday) 



 Summer  30. June 2023 
 (Friday) 

 1. July – 
 31. August 2023 

 4. September 2023 
 (Monday) 

 11. Founda�on Novohradská 

 Account name: NADACIA NOVOHRADSKA 
 Account number: 6322 05012/0900 
 IBAN:  SK84 0900 0000 0006 3220 5012 
 KS: 0308 

 330 Euros 

 V. symbol: DDMMYYYY( Day, month and the year when your child was born) 

 Message for the receiver of your payment:  Surname  of your child and classroom 




